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REALITIES OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN WAR. 

BY THE EIGHT HONORABLE THE MABQUIS OF LOKSTE. 



It is too much the habit of men who have more education 
than experience, more culture than perception, to desire to mould 
the policy of the future by avoidance of all causes of trouble in 
the past. They do not sufficiently consider the change of circum- 
stances that may sanction persistence in the pursuit of the old 
objects to be attained now by altered methods. The Anglo-Saxon 
has been compelled to pursue a policy of influence wherever he 
has gone, and this has generally become a policy of domination. 
But it is not in virtue of being Anglo-Saxon ; it is in virtue of the 
free form of government that his race has been first to practice. It 
is not a dominance of race, but a dominance of policy and institu- 
tions. Each country in which this constitutional method of 
government has been instituted has absorbed within itself men of 
all races. The original Anglo-Saxon stock has been recruited by 
the best Northern races, and by others who love the Union Jack, 
or its progeny, the Stars and Stripes, because they find under 
these so-called Anglo-Saxon flags the liberty unknown elsewhere. 

That this method of government, for all and by all of worth, 
must expand and have a policy of influence and dominance is 
shown in America in the Monroe Doctrine, which, originally a 
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policy of influence, becomes more and more a policy of dominance. 
Australia is jealous of any influence but her own, for she must 
aim at rule in the Southern seas. It is the law of being of con- 
stitutional government where commerce has freest play, that those 
who are chosen by the people to represent them shall see that 
commerce extended and protected, while their own ports are open 
to the trade of the world. In South Africa the same end must 
necessarily be achieved. Why? Because it is experience as 
against mere education, knowledge of man's desires as against 
mere culture, that succeeds. It is practical civilization against the 
wisdom of the closet. Wherever you can find a people armed with 
this, that people is sure to expand, and others, if they attempt to 
occupy the same field, will give way before the force of its institu- 
tions, more than before the strength of its arm of flesh. In South 
Africa the Boer is much as an Englishman was over two centuries 
ago, after two bottles of heavy beer. His strength was greater 
than that of the great native tribes he dispossessed. But he is 
attempting now to withstand institutions of modern make and a 
people who are freer than he is. We shall see who will win. 

The nations who have no Anglo-Saxon stock or institutions,, 
and who aspire, without these, to form colonies and control them 
from home, as the Englishman of long ago tried to do, are all 
against us. They dislike the temper of our travelling public ; they 
abominate what they call the insolence of our press, and they are 
intensely envious of our success. It is natural that a socialistic 
feeling should prevail even at their courts, and that they should 
feel that if we were out of the way they would have a better 
chance. But the vast majority of men who have tasted the good of 
free institutions are with us. To say nothing of Americans, 
Canadians, of both English and French stock, Australasians and 
most of the Cape Colonists are united in sentiment. Parlia- 
mentary government, with the alliance and good offices, or only the 
"bon-accord" of the motherland, full popular freedom, full fiscal 
liberty, the power to make and unmake their own governments,, 
and yet have the imperial fleet and might at their back, these are 
guarantees for good which they see have been possessed by few in 
the world's history. It is, therefore, somewhat surprising to find 
some men of more culture than perception writing as though they 
could, by abusing Great Britain, set back the tide of time and 
breathe into the dying giant of Privilege and Isolation the life 
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iwhich modern days have taken forever. I have known such men 
of good intention in Great Britain. One was a Congregationalist 
minister. He was full of righteous wrath against those who con- 
demned the Boers. He went to Johannesburg and returned with 
ten-fold more wrath against those he had befriended. He had 
found them out. It is a pity that personal inspection is so often 
necessary for many men before they find out their idols. 

There is a volley fired in the January number of the Nokth 
'American Eeview from the trenches of these gentlemen. They 
have run to a historical "kopje," where, from the entrenchments 
of superior culture, they have fired on the advance of the Anglo- 
Saxon. But, unlike the Boers, whose cause they champion, they 
fight also in the open, for they give their names. It would take 
too much time to deliver a purely frontal attack on the position 
they man so heavily. "Can't you get round ?" said an American 
soldier critic to a British officer, who, as usual, wanted to march 
straight to death. Let us see if there be not some present condi- 
tions which make a great deal of the historical retrospect indulged 
in by these gentlemen an unnecessary labor on their part. 

When writing or judging of the policy to be pursued in a new 
country, flirtations with the muse of history are entangling to no 
ordinary degree. What may have been wisely or foolishly done 
ten or even five years ago, will give little guidance under the 
rapidly changing conditions of the present. New facts must alter 
even old treaties. It is probably to this fact that the Boer Govern- 
ment will revert when they acknowledge that the solemn promises 
given by them, to the effect that any person coming to their 
State would be treated as one of themselves, were cancelled. They 
had declared that there should be no difference in political status. 
It was on these promises being made that they were granted the 
first convention, providing for their independence in all but the 
power to conclude foreign treaties. Their State was the creature, 
the offspring, of those promises, solemnly given before witnesses. 
There would have been no question of leaving them to their own 
devices but for these assurances. This is a fact, a cardinal fact, 
conveniently ignored by the volley-firers in the Keview of January. 
It is strange that even education without experience can make men 
miss such historical and vital facts. 

But we have admitted that altered circumstances may rapidly 
change the human chance of keeping promises. So we may, at all 
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events, cite present experience as of more value than education in 
the lore of the past. And what does the present show? The 
altered conditions, as compared with that which went before, due 
to the "rush for gold." This has brought a great change in the 
balance of power in the population. The descendants of Dutch 
colonists were no longer in the majority in the mining district. 
On this change the Boers found their plea of necessity in not ad- 
hering to their bond and covenant. On this fact, also, the Uit- 
landers and the Anglo-Saxon constitutionalists found their claim 
for fair treatment and equal rights. It is no answer to this to say 
that some Scottish and Cornish miners did not care to possess the 
franchise, and that all they wanted was to make money to go back 
to Great Britain. It is not for passing sojourners that the legisla- 
tion of a country must be made. It must be made for all who 
care to stay and enjoy freedom and their rights. The Boers say, 
"Oh, that destroys our domination, which we went into the wilder- 
ness to secure. Our dear independence is endangered." The 
Anglo-Saxon replies, "It is no longer a desert; it can be made 
fruitful by irrigation and an honest government. It is a land rich 
in minerals. You must keep your promises: share and share alike — 
equal rights." "Equal rights means your domination," shrieks the 
Boer. "Equal rights means an equal chance for each citizen," 
answers the Uitlander; "and you, Mr. Boer, will get your in- 
dividual share, but you can have no racial or collective or State 
superiority confined to one clique or class in the State." 

British domination is not race domination. It is the influence 
and domination of free government, which happens to be adopted 
largely by the British or their descendants. Is not this the ideal 
all our English-speaking Governments have in view ? What is 
there in the present case to warp any educated man's mind the 
other way ? 

Is it gold? "Syndicates, and trusts, and Jews," sneer the 
writers who are above thinking of the value of gold. "All your 
language stinks of the Stock Exchange!" cries another virtuous 
politician, who knows that politicians are always superior to 
bankers or brokers. Is not this a confusion of educated thought ? 
Gold is only a measure of value, and any value brings men and 
has brought men to desire it. This has been so since Cain lost 
the fruits of Eden, and will be so until all fruits and values are 
consumed in the last fires. Good soil of old was as gold, and men 
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fought for the good soil and its fruits. Then flocks and herds were 
as gold, and men fought for them and went and settled where they 
could get them best ; as did the Boers, the other day, expelling the 
Zulus and Kafirs and Hottentots and taking their cattle. And 
these pre-historic Boers would like the world still to be satisfied 
with cattle as a measure of value, and don't like the new medium, 
the gold, which they don't mind using to preserve their cattle 
ranches and in buying guns to shoot all modern- minded people. 
But what they do not see is that it is as much one of God's 
laws that the strong and energetic will go where there is most to 
be got, as it was that they themselves moved first to Africa and 
then on into the interior. Where there is value, whether in dia- 
monds, or in gold, or cattle, or anything else highly prized among 
men, there will men go, including even the Jews, about whom 
the Boers are so fond of reading and with whom they care so little 
to make personal acquaintance ! And seeing that this movement of 
mankind has just as divine an origin as has the Boer himself, he 
must adapt himself sooner or later to the circumstance. It is 
the abuse of gold, not its use, which is evil. It does not do to say 
that the Boer is a peculiar person or his people a peculiar people, 
able to indulge their selfishness as they choose under the name of 
independence. Independence is a thing of value only when it 
brings blessings to all and sundry. Some of your correspondents 
would become enthusiastic for a cannibal tribe's "independence," 
especially if they often consumed a successful Anglo-Saxon of 
good taste. Man was not made to set up for himself in little ex- 
clusive states, and bar out the ocean of humanity. It is too late 
in the day for that. The Mormons wanted to play the same 
game, and found that even Utah was too much on the high road of 
advance. In Africa, the Transvaal and the Orange Free State are 
on the high road-between the Cape — the New York of Africa — 
and the lakes and Egypt, which may be likened to the California 
of Africa. Being on the high road, they must, some time or other, 
if not now, fall into line with the general customs of the world, and 
be amenable to public opinion and to influences which not all the 
interested praise of their foreign friends can shut out. 

No talk of Boer piety, bravery or weakness will avail in the 
long run. The fanatics of the Inquisition were brave and pious 
enough, but they found progress too much for them. Boers, like 
Inquisitors, would shut out knowledge by refusing to allow the 
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teaching of English beyond elementary school standards. They 
have laid on iniquitous taxes, while they will not touch with their 
little finger any State financial burden. They have shown an in- 
solent contempt when any redress of grievances was demanded. 
They forbade any one but themselves to carry arms. They made 
their judges subordinate to their politicians. The grievances 
were severe enough to make any free people rise in revolt long 
before exasperation produced the ill-advised Jameson Raid. It was 
their purpose to grow rich and powerful at the expense of free 
government. Religious intolerance and civil intolerance bred of 
ignorance made them believe that they could drive the Uitlander 
away from their own confines, which were to be extended to the 
sea, that their land should be a power among the nations. 

This was their ambition before the Raid; it is their ambition 
now — one Afrikander nation, under the backward rule which 
sees no good in anything but serfdom for the blacks, inferiority 
for the British and other Uitlanders, subordination of justice to 
the caprice of the President and his council, a maimed public 
intelligence and general backwardness in all things, except in 
making the crafty and tyrannical the lords of the citizens coming 
from more progressive countries. 

Can this policy be expected to succeed? Ought it to prosper, 
or to awaken any sympathy ? 

Were it English or British power alone on which advance de- 
pends, it is doubtful if success could attend it, but the forms of 
free government become loved by those descended from other 
nations. The United States and England are full of Germans 
who love to live under this free form of government, and whose 
children, in a generation or two, become incorporated with the 
nation practising this liberty. At the Cape, were the people of 
English or of Dutch descent to like another form, such as that of 
the Boers, it would be impossible to prevent them from casting 
aside the English flag. But with the English flag they know 
they have independence, and a powerful force from the mother- 
land of free government at their back in case of trouble. This 
gives them, as it gives Australians and Canadians, an advantage 
which they can realize. It is only the small minority in isolated 
parts and the most ignorant who ever wish to disturb the liberty 
enjoyed with the safety of union with a power sympathetic to 
them and willing to shed its blood in their defence. Is it selfish' 
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only on England's part to act as fighting parent in defence of the 
offspring, not always of her loins, but of her laws? If it be 
.selfishness, it is selfishness of a type unknown before in the world, 
and the cause of good to others than herself. It gives the open 
door of commerce to all people. It gives to those who pride 
themselves on political connection with her a liberty, not only 
of home laws, but a liberty to act without her in treaties of com- 
merce. A voluntary alliance is all she reaps from the bond. She 
thinks this enough, believing it will continue. But it is a selfish- 
ness based on self-sacrifice in war for those who are not pledged 
to war for her. She has defended by her fleets their infant 
liberties. Selfishness is a foolish word for the conduct of any of 
the members of a great alliance, strengthening every decade in 
the invigorating air of a mutually protected freedom. At all 
events, such a selfishness is one that any people must fight for, and 
if they did not they would be worthy only of the contempt of 
mankind. We who are the sowers of freedom have a right to 
reap the harvest, and we prefer to have the envy and malice rather 
than the contempt of those who have not ploughed the straight 
furrows we have made. Lokne. 



